PREFACE.

COMPARED with foregoing periods of history, the
nineteenth century has been marked by the extent
and rapidity of its social transitions. These must
undoubtedly be ascribed in great measure to the
strides made by the physical sciences. Without
claiming for Geology any prominent share in them,
we may yet contend that this branch of science has
done much to open out those wider views of nature
and of man's place here, which have so powerfully
influenced the tone and tendency of human thought
and speculation at the present time. So that the
history of a man who was a conspicuous actor in the
drama of the establishment of Geology, as a science,
may possess more than a merely individual interest.

The life of Sir Boderick Murchison was cast in
this time of notable transition. Living on terms
of intimacy with not a few of the leading men of his
day, he himself bore a part in the leavening of the
community with an appreciation of the nature and
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